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Abstract
 Considering that unjust combatants do not have the same rights as the just combatants, I will 
analyze whether motivation plays a crucial role in the moral responsibility of unjust combatants. 
‘The motivations’ mean the moral reasons for acceding of combatants to war. I will examine the 
PRWLYDWLRQVRIVROGLHUVDQGWKHLULQÀXHQFHRQPRUDOUHVSRQVLELOLW\DQGLQGLFDWHZKHWKHUWKLVKDV
HIIHFWRQWKHXQMXVWFRPEDWDQWV¶MXVWL¿FDWLRQ,ZRXOGOLNHWRXQGHUOLQHWKHFRQQHFWLRQEHWZHHQ
QHXURELRORJ\DQGHWKLFVZKLFKFDQKHOSWRORRNDWWKLVSUREOHPIURPDGLIIHUHQWSHUVSHFWLYH1. 
Keywords:0RWLYDWLRQ%HOLHI&RPEDWDQWV0F0DKDQ0RUDO5HVSRQVLELOLW\-XVWL¿FDWLRQ
I.,QWKLVVHFWLRQ,ZLOOIRFXVRQWKHLVVXHRIPRWLYDWLRQ,ZRXOGOLNHWRSRLQWRXWWKDWWKHIRFXV
in relation to motivation theory, will be how belief, which is based on desire, is an adequate mo-
tive for an action. This thesis seems to be explained because of recent neurobiological research 
conducted by Sam Harris, neuroscientist and philosopher, though Harris is not explicitly research-
ing this question. Also, the earlier articles of philosophy of mind, including Jerry A. Fodor propo-
1 I am grateful to Joshua David Todd, a student of psychology and criminology at the University of Guelph, in Canada, 
for his inspirations and support.
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sitional attitudes2, have provided a convincing support of both perspectives: ethical / philosophical 
and neurobiological3. My aim here is not either defend or criticize the theory of motivation but 
rather to establish a reference point to analyze the role of motivation in the moral responsibility 
of unjust combatants. 
Furthermore, it should be noted that neuroscience, psychology and cognitive science have 
been included because this article is based on my paper from the Bajo Palabra Conference on 
pluralism. This article is, thus, interdisciplinary, demonstrating a richer understanding and analy-
sis of the subject-matter. 
$SHUVRQPXVWIXO¿ODPLQLPXPUHTXLUHPHQWLQRUGHUWRKDYHDPRWLYH7KLVUHTXLUHPHQWLVWR
KDYHLQÀXHQFHRYHUWKHVHOHFWLRQRIPHDQVLQRUGHUWRDFKLHYHWKHSXUSRVHDWKDQG0RWLYHKDV
an impact on our behaviour and actions. When it is said that “action x is made of motive m”, this 
also means that “the act x was made because of m”4. This means that m is a cause of action x5. So 
it can be assumed that there is such a thing as ‘mental causality’6. 
7KH¿UVWVRXUFHRIPRWLYDWLRQVDUHWKHGHVLUHVWKHVHFRQG±EHOLHIVWKDWDSHUVRQIHHOVDERXW
WKHGHVLUHVWKDWKROGV+XPHDQLVP,QFHQWLYHVFKHPHZKLFKWDNHVLQWRDFFRXQWWKHVHWZRVRXUFHV
can be presented, with regard to Fodor7, as follows: “Psmith did A because he was convinced by 
B, and wished C, then it must be that Psmith would not do A, if he would not be convinced by 
B, or does not want to C”8. Desires may be the cause of actions performed, which thus thrusts an 
objective to its realization.
5DUHO\FDQZHVD\WKDWZKHQDSHUVRQSHUIRUPVDQDFWLRQVKHGRHVVRRQO\XQGHUWKHLQÀXHQFH
of one particular desire. What can be said is that the offender is to some extent motivated by not 
MXVWRQHEXWPRUHGHVLUHV:KDWLVLQWHUHVWLQJWRUHÀHFWXSRQLVKRZVRPHRQHFDQKDYHDFFHVVRU
LQÀXHQFHRQWKHLUGHVLUHV9. This is interesting because it is assumed that, in the process of reason-
ing, people have certain desires to be considered and a person can be conscious of the correct 
desire to choose107KLVLPSOLHVWKHSRVVHVVLQJE\WKLVSHUVRQNQRZOHGJHZKLFKLVQHFHVVDU\WR
carry out the reasoning11'HVLUHVFDQQRWEHWKHVXEMHFWRIUDWLRQDOFULWLFLVP±WKH\FDQRQO\LIWKH\
are based on beliefs. 
2 The propositional attitude explanation was composed based on the beliefs and desires, which is the cause of our 
behaviour (in terms of realism of propositional attitudes).
3+RZHYHU)RGRULVVSHDNLQJDERXWRISURSRVLWLRQDODWWLWXGHVGLGQRWKDYH6DP+DUULVFODLPV7KHSRVLWLRQE\)RGRU
ZRXOGEHJUHDWO\VWUHQJWKHQHGE\VKRZLQJ WKHYDOLGLW\RI UHO\LQJRQ WKH WKHRU\RISURSRVLWLRQDODWWLWXGH¶V LQÀXHQFHRXU
EHKDYLRU)RGRUODFNHGH[DPSOHVRIQHXURELRORJLFDOUHVHDUFKWKDWZRXOGFRQ¿UPKLVSRVLWLRQRQO\DQGPD\EHWKHSRVLWLRQ
of realists in propositional attitudes. They claim that mental states cause behaviour.
4 0XVWEHDVVXPHGWKDWPRWLYHVUHDVRQVIRUSXUVXLWRIWKHDFWLYLWLHV±PD\EHPXFKPRUHWKDQMXVWRQH
05XWNRZVNL'ODF]HJRSRWUD¿P\G]LDáDüPRUDOQLH:K\ZHFDQDFWPRUDOO\:DUV]DZDS
6-$)RGRU´-DNJUDüZUHSUH]HQWDFMHXP\VáRZH±SRUDGQLN)RGRUD´³+RZWRSOD\LQPHQWDOUHSUHVHQWDWLRQV)RGRU
JXLGH´>Z@WHQĪH0RGHOHXP\VáX0RGHOVRI0LQG p. 19.
7 Ibid., p. 38.
8$WWKLVVWDJHOHWXVDVVXPHWKLVSDWWHUQNQRZLQJWKDWWKHUHDUHRWKHUYHUVLRQVRILW
9 3HUVRQ PDNHV VHWWOHPHQW RI DOO PRWLYDWLRQV ±KLV GHVLUHV +H FRQWUDVWV WKHP E\ FUHDWLQJ D YDULHW\ RI DOWHUQDWLYH
DFWLRQVDQGWKHQPDNHVWKH¿QDOVHOHFWLRQRIGHVLUHVWKDWPRWLYDWHKLPWRDFW
$FFRUGLQJWRWKHYLHZVRI$XUHOLXV$XJXVWLQHRI+LSSRERWKMXVWDQGXQMXVWFRPEDWDQWVGRZURQJE\WDNLQJSDUW
LQWKHZDUVDPRQJRWKHUWKLQJVEHFDXVHRIEDGPRWLYHVGHVLUHVLHZKHQWKH\¿JKWZLWKKDWUHGRUMXVWIRUWKHSOHDVXUH
RINLOOLQJ$XJXVWLQHVD\V³,QWUXHZRUVKLSHUVRI*RGHYHQZDUVDUHSHDFHIXOEHFDXVHWKH\GRQRWFRQGXFWWKHPXQGHU
WKHLQÀXHQFHRIJUHHGRUFUXHOW\EXWIRUSHDFHWRUHVWUDLQHYLODQGKHOSWKHJRRG´DQGDOVR³WKHGHVLUHWRKDUPWKHFUXHOW\
RIUHYHQJHKDUGWHPSHUIHURFLW\LQWKHVWUXJJOHOXVWIRUSRZHUDQGWKHOLNHWKLVLVZKDWPDNHVZDUVLQIXO´6HH:RUG6W
Augustine quoted in St. Thomas, Sum of Theology, About Love. T. 16 (2-2, Q 23, 46), p. 152, 153rd.
7KHVHFRQFOXVLRQVKDYHTXLWHVLJQL¿FDQWFRQVHTXHQFHVZLWKUHJDUGWRWKHLVVXHRIPRUDOUHVSRQVLELOLW\RIVROGLHUV
It can be said that even a considerable degree of determination of offender will not release him from moral responsibility of 
WKHLUDFWLRQVWDNHQ$ERXWWKLVODWHULQWKLVDUWLFOH
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Beliefs demonstrate the result of judgment made on the willingness to implement the act A. 
A person may as a result of his judgment determine whether the held beliefs are true or false. It is 
sometimes the case that the person carries false, incorrect beliefs, which as a result of her actions 
will lead to the path of fallibility.
7KURXJK WKH UHDVRQV ZH FDQ H[SODLQ DQG MXVWLI\ WKH PRWLYHV ±ZK\ VRPHRQH SHUIRUPHG D
type of action12$QVZHULQJWKHVHTXHVWLRQVLQWKHDQDO\VLVRIVSHFL¿FEHKDYLRXUZHFDQ¿QGRXW
whether the person acted in the best possible way. Rations that stimulates a person to act may be 
subjectively true, despite the fact that de facto they are objectively false. This is so because he or 
she believes that the reason that prompted her to action is the truly right reason. Thus the rations 
of offender based on his beliefs, i.e. the judgements, which may motivate him 
to action and may prove to be false, not on the moral facts, which are fully reliable source of 
reason to act13.
6DP+DUULVZDVWKH¿UVWZKRXVHGIXQFWLRQDOPDJQHWLFUHVRQDQFHLPDJLQJI05,WRVWXG\
the physiological basis of the phenomena of faith, disbelief and uncertainty. During the study14 
he discovered that the process of judging, and thereby holding certain beliefs was associated with 
greater activity of the medial prefrontal cortex (MPFC)15. He proved on this basis that persons 
holding true beliefs according to themselves based on some judgment may not be aware of their 
DFWXDOIDOVLW\PDNLQJDXWRPDWLFFRQIDEXODWLRQVLHE\¿OOLQJJDSVLQWKHUHDVRQLQJE\IDEULFDWHG
GDWD7KLVLVDPRQJRWKHUWKLQJVEHFDXVHVD\V+DUULVWKDWZHOLNHWREHOLHYHWKDWRXUEHOLHIVDUH
WUXHEHFDXVHWKH\¿WXVLQWRRXUZRUOGYLHZDQGWKHYDOXHV\VWHP:HOLNHZKHQRXUEHOLHIVDUH
telling us what the world is and how to change it to suit our desires. Later in this article I will try to 
VHHLIWKHFRQFOXVLRQVSUHVHQWHGE\+DUULVKDYHVRPHLQÀXHQFHRQWKHLVVXHRIPRUDOUHVSRQVLELOLW\
of the unjust combatants, because it seems that they have. 
II. Usually combatants have two false, subjective moral beliefs that underlie their subsequent 
DFWLRQV7KH¿UVWRQHLVEHOLHIWKDWWKHZDULQZKLFKWKH\SDUWLFLSDWHLVDMXVWZDUHYHQWKRXJKLQ
reality it is unjust. The second that even if it is an unjust war, then certainly their participation in 
it is morally impermissible16. Below I will present arguments i.e. presented by Jeff McMahan,17 in 
favour of attempts to explain these two cases of unjust combatants, namely The Argument from 
,QVWLWXWLRQDO&RPPLWPHQWZKLFKDOVRLQFOXGHV7KH$UJXPHQWIURP,JQRUDQFH±(SLVWHPLF/LPLWD-
tions. These arguments will explain the basics of the soldiers held by misleading beliefs, and the 
FRQVHTXHQFHVRIKDYLQJWKHPRQWKHLVVXHVRIPRUDOUHVSRQVLELOLW\±LVVXHVWRMXVWLI\DFFHVVLRQIRU
war of unjust combatants. 
In the case of the above two types of beliefs are based on subjective convictions of the right-
QHVVWR¿JKWDQGRIWHQUHIHUWRWKHLJQRUDQFHRIWKHXQMXVW7KLVLJQRUDQFHVWHPVIURPWKHIDFW
that combatants often uncritically believe in justice of institutions they serve, which suspend the 
UHÀHFWLRQDQGWKH\OHQGWKHPVHOYHVWRDV\VWHPE\ZKLFKWKHLQVWLWXWLRQLVRSHUDWLQJ7KHPLOLWDU\
05XWNRZVNL2SFLWp. 41.
13 Ibid., p. 50.
14 Sam Harris scanned the brains of volunteers who made judgments by pressing a right button: “true”, “false”, 
³XQGHFLGHG´RQDI¿UPDWLYHVHQWHQFHVJLYHQWRWKHP'RQRWH[SHFWWR¿QGDVXLWDEOHSODFHLQWKHEUDLQZKLFKZRXOGEH
responsible for giving judgments, however, thought that this process involves the prefrontal cortex (PFC), which usually 
GHDOVZLWKFRQWUROOLQJWKHHPRWLRQVDQGFRPSOH[EHKDYLRUV6WXGLHVKDYHVKRZQWKDWYROXQWHHUVZHUHPRUHOLNHO\WRTXLFNO\
put the judgment: “true” than “false” or “indecision”.
,WLVDSODFHLQWKHEUDLQZKLFKFRPELQHVDFWXDONQRZOHGJHZLWKDSSURSULDWHHPRWLRQVDIIHFWLQJWKHHYDOXDWLRQRI
behavior (we strive for that which connects us to a award), as well as “monitoring of ongoing reality and injuries”.
16 There are many other beliefs that fellow the soldiers, and thus motivate them to attend and participate in an unjust 
ZDUQDPHO\WKHEHOLHIWKDWLIWKH\GRQRWWDNHSDUWLQLWWKH\ZLOOEHSXQLVKHGLQVRPHVHYHUHZD\±WKH\DUHVLPSO\FRHUFHG
to participate.
17 J. McMahan, Killing in War. Op. cit.
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institution serving the interests of the country is militarily important because its function is to 
inhibit various types of threats faced by its population. If it is unable to stop a threat then combat-
DQWVPXVWGHIHQGWKLVSHRSOH7RHIIHFWLYHO\IXO¿OWKHLUGXWLHVSHUVRQVRFFXS\LQJFHUWDLQSRVLWLRQV
necessarily must comply institutional responsibilities assigned to them, over directing and acting 
according to their own judgments18. 
$UP\PRUHWKDQDQ\RWKHULQVWLWXWLRQGHSHQGVRQWKLVNLQGRIZRUNEHFDXVHLWLVDQLQVWLWXWLRQ
usually large and strongly hierarchical in structure of command, and in moments of crisis, this is 
very important to the effectiveness of its response19. Success or failure, which may affect the lives 
of many people depends on whether the lower position-holders in this structure can effectively 
IXO¿OWKHRUGHUVUHFHLYHGIURPWKHLUVXSHULRUV3HRSOHVWDQGLQJORZHULQWKHKLHUDUFK\LQFULVLVVLWX-
DWLRQVKRZHYHUPD\QRWKDYHWLPHIRUUHÀHFWLRQ7KH\ZLOOQRWEHDEOHWRSURSHUO\FODVVLI\WKH
information received. Under pressure of time can also be completely unable to reach the sources 
RILQIRUPDWLRQQHHGHGWRFRQGXFWFRQVFLRXVFRQVLGHUDWLRQV±WRH[DPLQHSRVVHVVHGEHOLHIV7KLV
LQVWLWXWLRQFDQLQIDFWDFKLHYHWKHLUREMHFWLYHVPRUHHI¿FLHQWO\LI WKRVHLQYROYHGLQWKHVSHFL¿F
UROHVDUHREHGLHQW6XERUGLQDWHVUHÀHFWLVVXHVUHODWHGWRWKHUHÀHFWLRQDWOHDVWIRULXVDGEHOOXP
±KLVVXSHULRUV&RPEDWDQWVUHO\RQWKHEHOLHIRIWKHULJKWQHVVRIWKHRUGHUVLVVXHGE\WKHLQVWLWX-
WLRQEHFDXVHRIFHUWDLQW\WKDWWKHVHRUGHUVDUHEDVHGRQGHOLEHUDWHGHFLVLRQVWDNHQRQWKHEDVLVRI
GHOLEHUDWHPRUDOMXGJPHQWV$FFRUGLQJWR-HII0F0DKDQDWKHUHLVQRPRUDOLPSHUDWLYHWRIXO¿O
the requirements of the institutions, which serves a moral purpose. So fortiori there is no order to 
IXO¿OWKHUHTXLUHPHQWVRILQVWLWXWLRQVVHUYLQJLPPRUDOSXUSRVHV20
It is interesting what combatants have to do when sent to the unjust war in which they are 
GLVLQWHUHVWHG)RUVXUHWKH\DUHLQDFRQÀLFWVLWXDWLRQEHFDXVHRQWKHRQHKDQGWKHLUPRUDOVHQVH
VD\VWKDWWKH\VKRXOGQRWWDNHSDUWLQLWEHFDXVHLWLVOLNHO\WKDWWKHZDULQZKLFKWKH\ZLOOSDUWLFL-
SDWHLVXQMXVW2QWKHRWKHUKDQGWKH\DUHRUGHUHGWR¿JKWDQGLWPXVWEHGLUHFWHGEHFDXVHWKH\
DUHREOLJHGWRIXO¿OWKHLUUROHLQWKHPLOLWDU\EHFDXVHRIVXEPLVVLRQRIWKHLQVWLWXWLRQ,WVHHPV
therefore, that what previously would have been unacceptable, it becomes morally acceptable due 
to the fact that the combatants are merely instruments to the institution that govern them. This 
situation only proves that the military institution which should have epistemic competence in 
governing in fact does not have it. The military is an institution that is different from the court21. 
:RUNRI WKHFRXUWDQG LWVSURFHGXUHVDUHEDVHGRQ WKHDVVXPSWLRQRI LQGHSHQGHQFHRI WKLV
institution, which was created so that it is more reliable than any individual cognitive judgment. 
However, the military institution does not have such procedures, which are designed for the court 
to obtain an unbiased and cognitive well-founded decision, nor is it independent. The military 
does not have any institutional or procedural mechanisms that would ensure that moral issues are 
WDNHQLQWRDFFRXQWHLWKHUOHVVRUPRUHVHYHUHO\E\VROGLHUVLQWKHGHFLVLRQVWRWDNHSDUWLQWKHZDU
&RQYLFWLRQUHODWLQJWRZKDWLVPRUDOO\MXVWL¿HGLQWKHFDVHRI¿JKWLQJLVGHSHQGHQWRQWKHW\SH
and reliability of evidence and determining the moral status of the war. It also depends on the fact 
WKDWWKHFRPEDWDQWVEHOLHIVDUHWUXHEDVHGRQUHOLDEOHLQIRUPDWLRQDQGUHÀHFWLRQ7KHVHFRPEDW-
DQWVFRQVLGHULQJZKHWKHULWZRXOGEHSHUPLVVLEOHWRNLOODSHUVRQZLWKZKRPWKH\KDYHQRLQIRU-
PDWLRQDQGWRDQVZHUWKLVTXHVWLRQWKH\PXVWGRWKHZRUNDQDO\]HWKHUHWULHYHGLQIRUPDWLRQDQG
PDNHDUHÀHFWLRQDERXWLWVSHUPLVVLELOLW\WDNHWKHULJKWGHFLVLRQ+RZHYHULWLVQRWWKDWQRERG\
HYHUNQRZV7KHSRWHQWLDOFRPEDWDQWZDQWLQJWR¿QGRXWZKHWKHUZDULVMXVWRUQRWFDQVHDUFKWKLV
LQIRUPDWLRQWKHPVHOYHV+RZHYHUWKLVNQRZOHGJHZLOOEHOLPLWHG
05XWNRZVNL2SFLWp. 388.
8QVXERUGLQDWHGLQGLYLGXDOEHFRPHVDEURNHQSDUWRIDSUHYLRXVO\ZHOORLOHGLQVWLWXWLRQDOPDFKLQHU\
20 J. McMahan, Killing in War. Op. cit.
21 J. McMahan, “On the Moral Equality of Combatants”. 2SFLW pp. 387-388.
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$FFRUGLQJWR0F0DKDQVROGLHUVWDNLQJSDUWLQWKHZDURIWHQGRQRWNQRZZKHWKHULWLVMXVW
or unjust due to their own ignorance. If so desired, they could compare their own beliefs with 
WKHKLVWRULFDOEDFNJURXQGRIWKHLUFRXQWU\DQGWKHFRXQWU\RIWKHLUHQHPLHVUHYHDOLQJWKHPRUDO
character of their war. Also, they could see which motivations guided their superiors, what is 
their commander’s intentions or simply listen to the media. According to Jeff McMahan soldiers 
DUHDEOHWREDVHGRQVWDWLVWLFDOJURXQGV¿QGRXWZKDWWKHQDWXUHRIDZDULVLQZKLFKWKH\SDU-
ticipate22. This may lead them to the ground purely sceptical, but it is impossible to hide that it is 
PRUDOO\LQGLFDWHGWRWU\DQGOHDUQVRPHWKLQJDERXWWKHQDWXUHRIWKHZDUEHIRUHWKH\WDNHSDUWLQ
LW8QIRUWXQDWHO\LWLVUDUHWKDWDQ\¿JKWHUIRXQGWKHFRXUDJHWRUHÀHFWRQPRUDOJURXQGVIRUZKLFK
he would not participate in the war23. 
III. False, subjective moral beliefs can often lead to unjust actions, as demonstrated earlier. It 
FDQWKHUHIRUHWHQWDWLYHO\EHVDLGWKDWWKHPRWLYHVZKLFKJXLGHGWKHFRPEDWDQWVWDNLQJSDUWLQDQ
XQMXVWZDUVHUYHDVDQH[FXVHUDWKHUWKDQWKHUROHRIMXVWL¿FDWLRQRIWKHLUDFWLRQV,WLVQRWSRVVLEOH
to completely wash away moral responsibility of unjust combatants or use their superiors as a 
IRUPRIVFDSHJRDW,WLVQRWWKDWWKHFRPEDWDQWVDUHµQRWWKLQNLQJLQVWUXPHQWV¶LQWKHKDQGVRIFRP-
PDQGHUV,WLVQRWWUXHWKDW¿JKWLQJEHFRPHVDGXW\DQGWKHVROGLHUVEHFRPHWKHSURSHUW\RIWKH
VWDWHKDYLQJQRFRQWURORYHUWKHLUDFWLRQV7KH\DUHQRW³SROLWLFDOLQVWUXPHQWV´WKDWGRQRWPDNH
decisions about size of brutality of war in which they participate. Therefore, one is simply able to 
FUHDWHH[FXVHVIRUWKHDFWLRQVWDNHQ±QRWDPRUDOMXVWL¿FDWLRQ
,QFRQFOXVLRQOHWXVFRQVLGHUWKH6XEMHFWLYLVW&RQFHSWRI-XVWL¿FDWLRQ,VLWSRVVLEOHWRVWDQG
up for combatants subjective beliefs? According to this concept, if a person feeds beliefs (subjec-
WLYHRQHVWKDWLQWKHVSHFL¿FFLUFXPVWDQFHLVUHDVRQDEOHWKHDFWLRQZRXOGEHMXVWL¿HGLIWKRVH
beliefs are true, even if they are, objectively, false24. On this basis, if the soldier had grounds to 
EHOLHYHWKDWWKHZDULQZKLFKSDUWLFLSDWHVLVMXVWKLV¿JKWPLJKWEHMXVWL¿HG
Jeff McMahan admits that this concept is not worth the considerable attention because even 
LILWZDVDFFHSWDEOHLQRUGHUWRWDNHLQWRDFFRXQWRQO\WKRVHZKRDUHFRPEDWDQWVUHDVRQDEOHIHHG
on their beliefs about war and its justice, it seems that these are a minority. +DYLQJMXVWL¿HGPRUDO
EHOLHIVLVDQLPSRUWDQWLVVXHIRUWKHVROGLHUVEHFDXVHRIWKHSURIHVVLRQZKLFKWKH\GR±ZKLFKLV
RIWHQDVVRFLDWHGZLWKNLOOLQJSHRSOH25. Often the combatants have a lot of reason to believe that the 
war in which they participate is unjust. 7KHDXWKRURIWKHERRN³.LOOLQJLQ:DU´GUDZVDWWHQWLRQ
WRWKHIDFWWKDWSHRSOHOLYLQJXQGHUWKHUXOHRIGLFWDWRUVZKRPDNHXVHRISROLWLFDOSURSDJDQGD
VKRXOGNQRZWKDWWKH\DUHEHLQJOLHGWRE\WKH6WDWH26. Totalitarian or authoritarian institutions ob-
viously will not send them to just war. Therefore, a case can be used that soldiers were coerced or 
WKUHDWHQHGLQWRWKHXQMXVWZDUUDWKHUWKDQSDUWDNLQJLQDQXQMXVWZDUGXHWRHSLVWHPLFOLPLWDWLRQ
This can only lead to the conclusion that unjust combatants are not guilty of possession of false 
beliefs about the fairness of the war but rather are possessors of the beliefs through “legitimate” 
PHDQV,WKLQNWKHEHVWH[DPSOH0F0DKDQJLYHVLQVXSSRUWRIKLVWKHVLVLVZKHUHKHVD\VWKDWLIZH
KDGDPRUDOMXVWL¿FDWLRQEDVHGRQWKHVXEMHFWLYHEHOLHIVLWZRXOGEHMXVWL¿HGWRERPEDFKLOGUHQ¶V
hospital if combatants believed in the validity of their beliefs.
22 J. McMahan. 2SFLW p. 142.
0F0DKDQUHYLHZHGWKHUHFRUGVRIVRPHVROGLHUVZKRFRQ¿GHGWRUHSRUWHUVZK\WKH\GHFLGHGWRWDNHSDUWLQWKHZDU
etc. Unfortunately he has not found any moral considerations. See. 2SFLW p. 145.
 )UDQFLVFR GH9LWRULD MXVWL¿FDWLRQ VXSSRUWHG UDGLFDOO\ VXEMHFWLYH DQG VXEMHFWLYH DGPLVVLRQ +H DUJXHG WKDW LW LV
LPSHUPLVVLEOHWRDFWLQDZD\WKDWREMHFWLYHO\MXVWL¿HGLIVRPHRQHZKRKDVVXFKDFWEHOLHYHWKDWLWDFWVZURQJO\+HEHOLHYHG
WKDWXQMXVWFRPEDWDQWVDUHMXVWL¿HGLQ¿JKWLQJLIVLQFHUHO\EHOLHYHWKDWZDULQZKLFKWKHWKH\¿JKWLVMXVW6HHOp. Cit., p. 61
-HII0F0DKDQ´(W\ND]DELMDQLDQDZRMQLH´´(WKLFVRI.LOOLQJLQ:DU´>Z@7ĩXUDG]NL7.XQLĔVNLEtyka wojny 
(WKLFVRI:DU Warszawa PWN 2009, p. 109.
26 Idem.
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IV. Motivation plays a crucial role in combatants’ actions. Because motivations are the basis 
for these actions, we can say that motivations can lead them to something which is objectively 
good and in the end they can act permissible as just combatants. But wrong desires and subjec-
WLYH EHOLHIV FDQ OHDG WKHP WR XQMXVW DFWLRQV DQG WKXV DOVR WR LPSHUPLVVLEOH RQHV ZKLFK PDNH
them unjust combatants. Also for that reason motivations are important in the combatants moral 
responsibility case. 
Ethicists of war are arguing whether responsibility of unjust combatants can be extinguished, 
or not. For Jeff McMahan they are only a very good excuse. Participation of combatants might 
be explained because there is defect in deed, not the perpetrator. Some explanation may be strong 
enough to fully explain unjust combatants actions, but never to the end does not justify them com-
SOHWHO\)XUWKHUKHZLOOEHUHVSRQVLEOHIRUWKHXQMXVWL¿HGWKUHDW2QO\DODFNRIPRUDOVXEMHFWLYLW\
would fully justify the unjust combatant27. Therefore, according to Jeff McMahan there should be 
an established epistemic guide to assist understanding of the morality of ius ad bellum. Writing 
WKHPLQDVNLOIXOPDQQHUWKDWLVXQGHUVWDQGDEOHWRERWKWKHUXOLQJDQGFRPEDWDQWVZRXOGDOORZLWV
content to be used in a practical manner. This can enclose the words William Goldwin: 
“Governments (…) claim to be the sole authority, which should be only and exclusively the 
legitimate right. Entities understand the right arguments only through persuasion of other units. 
7KH KRSH RI PDQ OLHV LQ WKH RSSRUWXQLWLHV IRU LPSURYHPHQW RI KXPDQ QDWXUH ,QÀXHQFHV RI
social forms and forms of governance can be overcome and replaced by a free community of 
rational beings in which it counts only the beliefs of the educated and objective.”28 
At the end I will refer to the involvement of neuroscience in ethics and the example of research 
carried out by Sam Harris and draw your attention to something. Neuroscience increasingly shows 
WKDWHWKLFVVKRXOGWDNHLQWRDFFRXQWWKHGLVFRYHULHVDFKLHYHGE\WKLVVFLHQFH'LVSXWHVEHWZHHQ
HWKLFLVWVRQMXVWL¿FDWLRQDQGH[FXVHVDUHEDVHGRQQRWLRQVRIREMHFWLYLW\DQGVXEMHFWLYLW\7KHVH
arguments have shown that man is fallible, and his beliefs are often false. However, the more 
LQFRUUHFWEHOLHIVDSHUVRQKROGVWKHPRUHOLNHO\WKDWWKHOHVVRQVGUDZQIURPWKHVHEHOLHIVZLOOEH
IDOVHDVZHOO,WLVGLI¿FXOWLQFHUWDLQVLWXDWLRQVWRPDLQWDLQDQHXWUDODWWLWXGH
The reference to neurobiological research might reveal yet another reason why the matter 
should be considered as an excuse for combatants who were guided by false beliefs. More un-
derstanding is needed, of the relationship between objectivity and subjectivity of moral facts of 
our thought processes, which have an undeniable impact on the formation of our beliefs and the 
impact on the valence of our desires, to determine whether the argument from ignorance is a valid 
argument. Ethics should evolve, in which I agree with David Eagleman, and turn the debate on 
ethical aspects of neurobiology, which can really help us understand what is right and wrong based 
on well-being on a neurological basis.
27 [Jeff McMahan, Is War Evil? KWWSZZZHODFR[DFXNSRGFDVWV@
28 Alesdair MacIntyre, A brief history of ethics. The history of moral philosophy since the days of Homer to the 
twentieth century. Chapter 17: “The reformers, utilitarians, idealists,” [in:] 2SFLW p. 292 (Polish version).
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